20230125 1 John 3:1-9 He who practices righteousness 


3 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called 
children of God! Therefore, the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 

2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but 
we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. ? And 
everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 


Sin and the Child of God 


4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. ° And you know that 
He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. ê Whoever abides in Him 
does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 


7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He 
is righteous. 8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this 
purpose, the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 

? Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, 
because he has been born of God. 


There are some very challenging verses in these passages. They have been misunderstood and 
have caused pain. We must remember that John was responding to false teachers who were 
leading people astray. This whole book is a response to believers who weren’t acting like 
believers. They were doing odd things. 


VERSE 1 


First, John is just making a statement of thanksgiving and truth that GOD LOVES YOU AND ME 
SO MUCH that He not only saved us, but He called us His own children. That is an amazing 
thing. He brings us into His family and gives us a place at His table. And so, this makes us ask 
ourselves “how do we become children of God?” We sometimes here people saying, “we’re all 
God’s children”, but the reality is that WE ARE NOT ALL GOD’S CHILDREN. Yes, we are all His 
creation, but all of us are not His children. So how do we become children of God. 


John clearly tells us that in his gospel account. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.*4 He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not. ? But as many as received him, to them gave He 


power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: (John 1:10-12 KJV) 


It’s not a human birth coming from the passion between to people, rather it is because we are 
born into God by His love. 


The world does not know us as “children of God” because they don’t know God. They have no 
clue what drives you and motivates you. The world is against the things of the Spirit. The world 
is fallen and it is under the temporary rulership of Satan. (1 John 5:19). Why are we so shocked 
when the world is so horrible? 


19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, 
but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. (John 15:19 NKJV) 


| love the words to that old bluegrass song, 


“This world is not my home, I’m just a-passing through, 
My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue; 
The angels beckon me from heaven’s open door, 

And | can’t feel at home in this world anymore. 


VERSES 2-3 — we really don’t know much about heaven or what our bodies are going to be like. 


These verses are just a little cryptic, but let’s try to figure out what they might mean. John is 
saying “we are children of God, and it isn’t quite clear what we’ll be. But what we do know is 
that we will be like Him. And we’ll see Him in all of His glory. We’ll understand and know Him in 
such a better deeper way. So John’s saying, that because we have this hope in us, we should be 
living in a holy and godly way. We want Him to find us living godly lives, and not lawless lives. 
Remember that God’s ultimate goal is to make us more “Christ-like”. It means that those who 
trust in Him have an incredible future. 


°2in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and 
the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.(1 Corinthians 15:52) 


VERSES 4 


John is going to address issues related ot errant teaching. The first statement is related to the 
believers understanding of sin. Everyone who makes a practice of sinning practices lawlessness. 
They are functioning like Satan who is the chief of lawlessness. 


VERSE 5 


He is making the point that Satan is the lawless one and Jesus is the perfect one. To make a 
continue practice of sin is to live a life that is contrary to the person and character of Jesus 
Christ. This is not talking about Christians who as some in our church like to say are “saints who 
occasionally sin”. That means we mess up. It doesn’t mean that we make a practice of sinning, 
In Him there is no sin. 
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VERSE 6 


No one who is abiding in Him keeps on sinning. This is not saying you some how are not saved if 
you sinned. You must not doubt your salvation. It sounds like those who know Jesus no longer 
sin, but HE IS NOT TALKING ABOUT SINLESS PERFECTION. He is talking about those that revel in 
their sin. 


VERSE 7-9 


He is saying don’t listen to these people who are minimizing sin. He says that our lives will 
reflect what has gone on in our hearts. The sacrifice that was made on the cross is the 
perpetual cleansing that rules in our hearts. 


As long as we’re on this earth, there will be a tension between our flesh and the life of the 
Spirit. The Spirit brings conviction and it empowers us to live according to the righteousness of 
God. If the Spirit wasn’t within you there would be no battle, so don’t mistake the battle within 
you as something unusual. The Spirit of God is striving within us to sanctify our behavior and 
bring us more and more into the image of Jesus. 


Sin always hurts and destroys, but we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus the Righteous. 
God has given us everything we need for a life of godliness. We are free from the penalty of sin. 
We are free from the power of sin. Hallelujah! LET’S REALIZE THAT THE VICTORY IS OURS. NOW 
WALK IN IT! 


